
By train: from
Bologna get the
train to Porretta.
Your stop is in
Marzabotto.
From there to the
site of Monte Sole
you need a bus.
Please, feel free to
contact the School
that will provide
the transportation
from the railway
station.

By car.. highway AI
Bologna - Florence,
get out Sasso
Marconi and follow
the direction to
Marzabotto. From
there follow always
straight to Plan di
Venola and turn
left at the sign of
the "Parco Storico
di Monte Sole".
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The  Peace  School  Foundation  of
Monte Sole, created in 2002, has its
registered office and its operating fa-
cilities  in  the  Historical  Park  of
Monte Sole, fiounded in 1989 by a law
of the Emilia - Romagna Region. Its
aim is to promote training and peace
education projects, non-Violent con-
foicts  transfiormation, respect of hu-
man rights, fior a peaceful living to-
gether  among different  people  and
cultures, fior a society without xeno-
phobia, racism and any other kind of
Violence towards human beings and
their environment.

Monte  Sole  is  a  triangle  of hills,
approximately  10  miles  south  of
Bologna, between the valley of the
river Setta and the river Reno.
Today approximately 6097o of the ter-
ritory is covered by woods and the
rest  is  turned  into  meadows,  pas-
tures  and,  in small part,  also  used
for agriculture. The way it looks to-
day is just a pale trace of what it was
possible to see at the end of the secT
ond world war,  where  houses  and
little villages were spread all around.
The silence and the peacefulness of
this apparently untouched place are
the result of a terrible violence, a vi-
olence that it testified by the ruins
one can find there, sign of what hap-
pened during the second world war.

Between  the  29th  of Sep-
tember  and  the  5th  of
06tober  1944,  when  the
front was a few miles from
Monte Sole, the place was
the  theatre  of a  slaughter
led by SS  troops with  the
help of Fascist elerhents. In
those days, more than 800
people, mostly women and
children, were killed.

The violent actions against
the civil population have to
be seen as part of the "ter-
ror domihation" that Nazis
and  Fascists  of the  Social
Republic  carried  out  after
the armistice of the 8th of
September.
The  activities  of  partisan
groups in the area are not
enough to explain the size
and the savageries of the
massacre. As Enzo Collotti
teaches us, the widespread
form of violence, that were
part of the conduct of the
occupying    troops    have
sometimes   to be  consid-
ered independent from a
causal  relationship  with
specific  behaviour  of the
population.
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