
T h e T o w e r 
The tower was rebui lt by the Park for Peace Corporation, 
fol lowing test imonies of survivors, in the place of the 
foundat ions of the wooden structure of 11 Mt height tha t 
original ly held a water tank. The DINA used " the tower" as 
a lock up, f i t t ing cells or "drawers" on top of each other and 
above them a v iewpoint. This was the last known location of 
many prisoners who were seen here for the last t ime before 
they disappeared f rom Villa Grimaidi. 

Pho tog raph i c L abo r a t o r y 
Used as a dark room by the DINA, it wasn't demolished by 
the agents before leaving the Villa. Today it is fítted out as 
a dressing room for the art ists performing in the Theatre 
for Peace. 

H a l l o f Memory 

I t is known t h a t t h e DINA used these premisesfor fa ls i f i cat ion 
of documents and car plates used by the Cuartel Terranova's 
agents. This building was not was destroyed and f rom 2004 

it hosts an exhibit ion which showcases objects tha t personify 
the v ict ims. I t was inaugurated by the relatives of the disappeared detainees. I t represents a 
moving t r ibute to those who are no longer wi th us. 

Swlmmirsg Poof 
This is part of the original structure of the Park. I t was a recreation space for the DINA guards 
and agents. I t was aiso used by DINA to tor ture and to hide prisoners dur ing the research 
commissions' visits of the Internat ional Red Cross and similar organisations. 

Qu i n t e r o Raí ls M o n u m e n t 
This is a cube shaped monument . Inside are exhibited the rails extracted f rom the sea bed in 
Quintero Bay. The rails were used to weight down bodies of v ict ims which were then thrown into 
the sea to hide the evidence of the cr imes commi t ted . 

These rails were discovered as part of the cr iminal investigation to elucídate the disappearance 
of prisoners f rom Villa Grimaidi, known as the case "Calle Conferencia". Later on, the rails were 
given for custody and exhibit ion to the Villa Grimaidi Park for Peace Corporat ion. 

G E N E R A L I N F O R M A T I O N 

A c c e s s by publ ic t ranspor t : Buses 513 y D09 
Open ing t imes: Monday through Sunday, f rom 10:00 to 18:00 hours. 
Guided tours: Prior registrat ion at: educacionvg@gmail .com, educación@villagr¡maldi.cl 
Fur the r deta i l s : www.vi l lagr imaldi .c l 
Donat ions: Current Account Number 62-37333-4, Banco Santander. 
RUT: 73.296.600-5, ñame: Corporación Parque por la Paz Villa Grimaidi. 

Villa Grimaidi 
PARK for PEACE 

H I S T O R I C A L M O N U M E N T 

Villa Ghmaldi 's past is inextr icably bound up in the conflicts and disturbances of Chilean history. 
This memoria l site stands as a condemnat ion against intolerance and cruelty, but aiso as a 
monument to the struggle for t ru th and reparat ion. Between 1973 and 1978, dur ing the mi l i tary 
dictatorship, this site was used as a to r ture and exterminat ion centre. Later on, relatives of the 
v ict ims, ex detainees and other stakeholders, have made it into a f ront ier in the f ight for the 
respect and defence of human rights and for the preservation of the memory in Chile. 

Villa Grimaidi is one of the few places of its kind in Latin America. I t was used as a clandestine 
detent ion, tor ture and exterminat ion centre by the State. I t has since been recovered, preserved 
and opened to the public. In 2004, The National Monuments Council, declared Villa Grimaidi 
Park for Peace an Histohcal Monument, acknowledging its pert inence for the memory of the 
Chile of today, and for future generations. 



W H A T H A P P E N E D H E R E 

The history of this site, goes back to the beginning of the 19th century, when Peñalolén was 
agricultural land and houses were built here and used for recreational purposes. By the mid 20th 
century, the site became the property of Emilio Vasallo, who opened a restaurant tha t became a 
meet ing place for art ists and intel lectuals. Vasallo named the place Villa Grimaidi. 

After the mi l i tary coup of 1973 the site was taken over by the National Intel l igence Directorate 
(DINA), and under the ñame "Cuartel Terranova" was one of the clandestine tor ture , detent ion 
and exterminat ion centres during the 1973-1978 period. I t is est imated that around 4500 
political prisoners passed through this secret detent ion centre. 229 of them are disappeared 
detainees whose whereabouts are still unknown. 

After many years of growing social pressure, the veil of secrecy around Villa Grimaidi was 
pulled aside. But when the doors were opened in 1994, the commun i ty discovered that the 
instal lations have been destroyed, and a large part of the evidence has been erased. The efforts 
deployed by many di f ferent organizations linked to human rights f inally al lowed the site to be 
part ly reconstructed in 1997, as it is now: The Villa Grimaidi Park for Peace. 

C O R P O R A T I O N 

On the 13 July 1996, the Villa Grimaidi Park for Peace Corporation was founded with tens 
of members and min imal f inancial resources. The Corporation is a non prof it entity, whose 
main aim is the preservation of the historical memory of Villa Grimaidi and the promot ion 
and diffusion of a pro human rights culture. With these aims, the Corporation carries out and 
supports cultural, social, polit ical, and research events. 

The Corporation aiso fulfi is the task of administer ing the present Villa Grimaidi Park for Peace, 
a national property that the Ministry of National Assets transferred to the Corporation as a 
gratui tous loan, for 50 years. 

P A R K A N D I N S T A L L A T I O N S 

The Park for Peace sits on a surface of 10.200 m2., and host in its gardens, centenary trees, wild 
birds, sculptures and water fountains. I t has a "Theatre for Life", wi th capacity for 50 seats; and 
the "Hall of Memory" that hosts a test imonial collection made by relatives of the v ict ims. 

The art ist ic works developed by the Park recollect the views of the ex prisoners. Given that it 
was common practice to keep them blindfolded to stop them f rom identi fy ing their ja i lers, they 
could oniy dist inguish f ragments of the ir surroundings. That f ragmented reality was represented 
by art ists with pieces of coloured f loor ti les. This is the reason why the signs are made up out 
of ceramic mosaics plaques at the f loor level. 

H I S T O R I C A L T R A C E S A N D M E M O R I A L S 

S t ep s of t h e O í d H o u s e 
After the destruct ion of Villa Grimaidi by the DINA, 
at the end of the 1980s, oniy some rubble was 
left as evidence tha t a house of national historical 
importance had been standing there. 

Ten years after the inaugurat ion of the Park, remains 
of the stairs and cobblestones of the exter ior f loor of 
the house were found. Architectural traces int imately 
l inked to the histories of Chilean men and women 
who stepped on these stairs between the darkness of 
horror and indignity. Today the steps are recovered 
and exhibited to the visitors. 

Scate Mode i of C u a r t e l T e r r a n o v a 
This is located at the place where the oíd house of the administrat ion stood up. The construct ion 
of the model was based on the witnesses account of ex prisoners and in photographs of the place 
prior to the mi l i tary coup. 

O íd E n t r a n c e G a t e 
This was the entrance point of the vehicles that t ransported the detainees. On the 22nd March 
1997, in a ceremony that was led by the relatives of the vict ims, this access gate was permanent ly 
closed so that never again will anyone pass th rough. The gate's key was symbolical ly given for 
its custody, to the Jesuit priest José Aldunate, who was one the key players in the f ight for 
recovering the site. 

Tt ie B i r ch C o u r t y a r d 
These trees are part of the present landscape design and were planted on an área previously 
used by the DINA to improvise prisoner's cells. At present instead of cells, there is a grid of trai ls 
of bricks that surround the birch trees. The layout has maintained the space proport ions of the 
narrow passages that were on the site and through which the prisoners circulated. 

Tra í l of Memo ry 
Lateral tour that crosses the whole of the cells that were known as "Chile houses", "CORVI 
houses", "women cells" and " to r tu re rooms". 

Sofídarity Bench ; A r c h e d Waf i 
Wall of short height used as a bench by the prisoners. I t offered a unique instance of meet ing 
point, and now it remains as a witness to fr iendship and companionship gestures that were 
engraved forever on the memory of the survivors. 

O m b u T r e e 
Amongst the species of Chilean flora planted to build the Park, the oíd standing Ombu was kept. 
Its branches served to the tor turers as support for the hanging of people. This Ombu survived 
the destruct ion of the site, and today it is called according to the original meaning of its ñame in 
the native language of the Argent inean Pampa: Tree of hope. 

Wa l l of Ñames 
Built in stone, it contains engraved on 
a metal plaque, the ñames of v ict ims of 
the Villa. I t is a ceremonial place for the 
relatives and a place of meditat ion and 
silence. 

R o s e s of V i l l a G r ima i d i Memor i a l 
A place that pays t r ibute to the women 
disappeared detainees, politically executed 
and dead by political violence during the 
dictatorship. This rose garden is located 
in the original place, as - according to 
Vasallo, the last owner - an original rose 
garden was planted, which many prisoners 
refer to in their test imonies. Each rose has 
a plaque with the ñame of the v ic t im. A 
nameless plaque remembers the unknown 
woman v ic t im. 


